
Teaching and Learning Resources 
 

 

adamsmithworks.org 

In Adam Smith and The U.S. Constitution, read and think about 
an essay by the Nobel Prize-winning economist Douglass North. 
Investigate how Adam Smith’s ideas influenced the thinking of 
the Founders who wrote the U.S. Constitution. Next, complete 
an exercise that investigates the economic features of the 
Constitution using engaging examples.  

billofrightsinstitute.org 

Work with The U.S. Constitution as a primary source 
document and join the BRI experts to find out how to access 
classroom-ready, constitutional principles-based lessons, and 
participate in lively events. 

 

wohlpublishing.com/ 
economicepisodes  

Economic Episodes in American History, Chapter 5: How Did 
the U.S. Constitution Provide a Road Map to Economic 
Prosperity? The founders of the newly independent United 
States had an opportunity that is rare in history: to “reset” their 
government. The U.S. Constitution, usually thought of as a 
political document, is inherently an economic document as 
well. It provided a framework for the world’s most prosperous 
economy. This resource involves the use of the Primary Source: 
Federalist No.15 paper and provides a “Then and Now: 
Comparing Two Constitutions” activity appropriate for student 
and community groups. 

fee.org 

The self-learning course will help you understand Constitution 
of the United States of America and the ideas contained within 
it. Investigate the failures of the Articles of Confederation, 
probe into the compromises and sacrifices that surfaced during 
the Constitutional Convention, familiarize yourself with the 
Great Compromise and work with the Federalist Papers. Doing 
so will help you understand the “why” of the structure of the 
United States, the checks and balances, and federalism. 

https://www.adamsmithworks.org/documents/adam-smith-and-the-u-s-constitution
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/
http://www.wohlpublishing.com/economicepisodes/
http://www.wohlpublishing.com/economicepisodes/
https://courses.fee.org/courses/constitution
https://www.adamsmithworks.org/


 

fte.org 

Lesson 3: The Constitution as an Economic Document is lesson 
appropriate for high school and college classrooms.  It 
investigates how The Founders recognized both the potential 
economic benefits and costs of government actions, and how 
they sought to design a document that would enhance those 
benefits and reduce those costs throughout time and across 
diverse groups. 

 

freetochoosenetwork.org 

The “A More or Less Perfect Union” set explores the most 
contentious issues in American history and today through the 
lens of the U.S. Constitution. The groundbreaking, three-part 
public television series tells the story of how the Framers put 
freedom in writing; how amendment after amendment finally 
spread freedom to all of “we the people”; and how we still 
struggle today to preserve the freedoms guaranteed in the 
Constitution. 

icivics.org 

iCivics was founded by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor in 2009 to 
ensure that all Americans have the knowledge and will to 
participate in our unique experiment in self-government. 260 
curricular resources, digital literacy tools, professional learning 
materials, and educational video games. And behind those 
numbers lie countless young people who now feel the weight 
of their civic roles and agency.  

stosselintheclassroom.org 

Stossel in the Classroom contests encourage critical thinking. 
Students may choose from one of three topics – The American 
Constitution in Our Lives, Inflation: Root Causes and 
Community Impact, and Economics in the Wild. 

 

 

#Economics #Constitution #CommonSenseEconomics #HammondInst #Stossel  

https://www.fte.org/teachers/teacher-resources/lesson-plans/efiahlessons/constitution-econ-doc/
https://www.freetochoosenetwork.org/programs/perfect_union/
https://www.icivics.org/about
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/
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